
THE WBP.I FTYING PLANK
Al Backstrom offers a

model of his unusual

aeroplane

T] r  r . .  r l  l l l . . . .  '1.r .  t ' , , i r 'Lr t l  r t
.F . l l  .  ,  r '  . r  .  L ' l  . .  i , '  r ' ,  . , ,
r r ( , ( l ( . ls  r l  l l rur)  l l r is  Lr l  t , ,  r l ) r  ( l { r ign and
rour l rur t i r ) l r  r )1 l ly i r )s I ) l r | l ] ) i  t r  pr '  ' rL i l l r lar i  s in t tu
' r1) \  S{. \ r r ;L l  rhr l r l ic ; r t ts I rnr '  l r r  l r r  bui l t  orcr  tht

1| ' lu '  lnd i rnrr  rLf(  . l i l l  lh i r ! .  I l r r  t iL l l  sea] l r
\ \ ' l l l l l  a i , ropLrnr ' r ras r{  f lx l \ r ) r l ] r ic i r l lv  based or l
thesf  f l f l i ( , f  \ i r i l l t inr ,s.  I1 is nr) l  l  t ) i ) r ! | f rd .q l i (1cl
bLl l  h i ls  r l , , \ iL!s l ) f ( ,1 i I l r , r r r l r r l  as rr  purvt , r rd crr l i .
I t  l )as iL ro(xl  { l idr  f i r l i r )  $ i l l )  l l r r  cnginc s l l )pped:
buL I  wus r)(  v( , r  s l r f { ,  o l  l l l i :  Lr I l l i l  i l  h i rd an rct la l
errgirrr  f l iLIr .  ]h( , ( l (  s i { l r  o l ) j r \ '1 ivr  ! r ' ls  1o cfL 'a1e
a lDirchir)(  wi1l l  l l l { ,  l ) (  i r )nI i r r (  ( ,  o l  nornral  l ighl

t ) larrs. l )Lr1 (nx lh iL l  us(\ l  l r i r i I l ra l  I ) (n! t , r .  I \ re to
lnginl  r rvrr i l r rb i l i ty  i r  l l r t  car lv 70s $h( ' r  i l  $ ls
r l rs igrrcr l  arrr l  l r r i l t  i t  torr( l  ut)  \ r i lh r t  | l :qo th i tn
in lcnd( ' ( l  ( 'n{ inr ' .  Ibr '  \ \  I ' l l -1 \ \ 'as l lo$,n
r\ t rn\ i \ ' (  l l  r l I r  c!r 'h r ' fg inL probl tnrs rvcr-c
sohr( l  bu1 L)\ \  ( ' | l { l r ) r  r l l i i r l ) j l i l r  r l rn inr fd lne l ( i
pul  i l  l ) l  l l  r ) r r r111nr f i r l l r r ' f  lh i t l l  \ l  l r j l jn(  i r i f  i ln0lhcf
eIginf  i iL j l ! )1.  1r)  iL ! ( . | r  1) i ld l ) i ) r j t i1)n.  h is no$
hr i r \ r . l  l ) r  th( , , \ i f  I l i \ \ ( ' f  l lLrs( \ r I  a l  I l la lksburg.
IoNi l  i r  thf  I  S

The moclel

' l ' l t  urod( l  is  so s i rupl t  l l r t  l t  is  vcr."-  l i l1 le
to say al)oLrt  c( ,  s l fLr . l io1r.  I ) { )  ro l  g lLrc thc
arr l i  \ \ , : r11r s l f i t )s o| l  l l ) (  wiDf uut i l  i1 is
i r rstal l t t l  i  t l t r '  l i rst , l : rgt  i r r rd glLrc lhc ant i -
wary s l r i t )s (( ,  lhr  l i t )  l ins br ' l i r rc gluing theur
lo lhc wirr f .  Us{ \ '1)rrr  ch{) icr  o l  thrusl
br i l f iug bLrt  us(,  i r  l iu{ f  hci( lcd pin t ( r  l ( r1n
lhc i r - r r r l  ho,) l i  ' l l t l  Lrr{ t ,  l rcrr{L(1 pir t  * i t l

- r . . .  r .  . l . . rL l l r r  r r  ,^ l , l  ,1,^.rr  t  - t i i l '  i r rL, ,
prol) l f .  r lc .  l ) ( ,  nol  .u1 l l r (  ( l ( ,von a1(,a i  c( ,  a l
l r -  i r r l " : . . . '  ,  r r ' l  r r r '  '1"  r . " r  L u,  r ' ,  r ' , ' . r ' r :

$arp s l r ip l r )  rh( ,$ iug ai l  { ) l  l l rc l r ingc l i l r ( ,o l
t l re I i r l l  .c t '1( .  i r i rcfr l l .  l l  \1)Lr t ) lan lo l l \ '  lhe
nro( l i ' i  oul( l ( )or  s \  (nr  s l roulr l  tqrplv a eoLrple of
\1 f !  lh in \ l ) f r r \  corr ts ol  l l recluIr ' .

L sc loLrr-c l ro ic.  ot  p|opr, l lers I  in i t ia l l l
usfd a ( i l )  l ig l r l  l ) i r ls i r  ln1) l ) l )u l l l ) (  nrx le lwas
vt l ' " r '  srnsi t ivr  l ( )  thr(s l  l i  (  . r ( l jostnlrnls.  - l  he
nrod( l  ( l i ( l  nrn t . t l r t i I |  r r rsc l ) : r l lasl  wi th th is
prop. - l 'o rr( l r r ( ,  thI  scrrs i l iv i ly  { ) f  lhrust  l i r le
adir lstrrxnls I  c l ) i l lg( , ( l  lo : r  5.1/2 Nor lh
l 'eci Ie plast ic l ) l1) l ) .  ' lh is I ) f { ) l )  red ces the
thfusl  i inc s(  nsi l iv i lV l r r r l  r l rx,s r 'cr l r r i t -c nose
l)r l l : rs1 wi lh 1lr( '  r r r l ; i ; r ' r  Lrsct l .

-1 'o l r i l l r  l l r ( , r r ror l I l  lnal i I  a nrotof  aDpIox.
lNi . {  l l r (  l (  | ls lh l ) ( . l rvr t r r  thL.hrxr l<s ol3/ l l2 '
to.1l0 fLrbl)(  i  s l f ip I )oLr l ) lc  th is and inslal l
iL r)D lh( '  r r ( ) ( l {1.  ( 'h(  c l (  lh balancL- poir l t :  i t
shoLr ld bi  as s l rorrr  ( )n lhr  ( l fa\ \ ' ing.  Se1 the
oul f r  In( ls {) l  t l r I  i  l r \ons rrp l / l ( i  : l / : l2 and
tacl i  g lLr | .  to th( '  \ r ' i r r . (  l i l )s.  ' l ( ]s l  g l ide the
nr)( lc l .  t ( ) r l1 ' r l  l  r l i \ '1 \ r i l i r  nrof t 'up elevon-

Con (  ct  l  s la l l  wi lh nr{r-(  woight oo the nose.
\V}el  I  sat is l : r (1ory gl i ( l (  is  obtairred instal l
t l r t  rLrbbcr as a s ing[.  l (x)p and lv ind about
2(X) luIns. ' l 'h is s l loLr ld l r r rx luct  a prolonged
gl i ( lc .  Corfcct  a st i r l l  by s lant ing th l -  thrusl
l inc Llp f i !nr  th(  pr 'o l ) .  I {  v | r_sc t l r r  l r rocer lure
IoI  a div( .  Add i ( ld i l ior) i r l  lLrnrs,  aboul  100
1l){)  inclcnrr l l ls  i t r t ( l  r r i r l i (  i r lhcr lh l .usl  l inc
adjuslnl t r ls  as r t . r1Lr i I 'cr l .  A( l just  the lurn
under porvt i  b l  shi l t ing lhc thnrsl  l ine
lal{ ' ra l1v.  r { l jLrs l  1h(.gl i ( l (  lurn bv \ ra lp ing the
i ln secl iorr  (nr l l )o i I ( l  i t l l  o l  lhr  $ ing l ra i l ing
cdgr ' .  - ls  1 l r r .  l l r  usr l inc is ol fsr t  lo the r ig i r t
i !  is  tasi(sr  ro adjusl  lhr  nrodcl  1(r  f l i  lef t
runder-  porvcr-  arrr l  i r r  th.  t -a l i (k, .

I  f l !  n ly nr(x l f l  b() th ind(x)rs and olr l .  I t  is
not indL'strLlc l ibI  l ) r1 l  wi l l  survivc r((overy
l i -onr t rees io addi t iorr  t ( )  cf i l in€ inrDncts and
recovt l  ing 1()  h i t  i r  wrt l l .  A s lx) l  of  lwo of  g lL ic
has i t  bacl i  g{) iog i r r  : r  s l r1n1 wlr i l ( .  Ovcr l imc,
wafps wi l l  c f (  r l )  i r r  bLr l  as lon€ i rs lh(  y ( lo nol
procl t lce a c:unl)cr ' ( { l  s t t t io l  lhL nrodcl  wi l l
cout ino( to l ly  l )o1 i l  nr i ry changc tur-n
characler is l ics.  Ary rv l r r 'ps l l ta l  pt-ocluce
posi l iv( ,  or  r r (  g l l l ivc ei lntbcr ntust  bc '

1 ' lv ing rxr tdoo|s t l r I  r 'ubbcr wi l l  normai ly
bunch al  lhc nos|  r r r r r l  crcatc a ose heavy
condi l ion thal  wi l l  d isc()Lrr lge f lyawa\s.
\ \ l r ,  r r  r l . i ,  ,1, , ,  .  r r , , r  l r : r t , t , ,  i r  i -  , l  i t -
capabl(  ( r f  goiDg OOS. I t  is  as cas\ '  1.r  bui ld
. . r  '  1. ,  f  . , r . '  . . -  \ \ ' . f r ' \  ,1, '  , . r  . r  I t l .  l . r ' i  ]
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